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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a vehicle drive controlling 
method capable of executing smooth inter-vehicle distance control by 
quickly recognizing the action of a preceding vehicle such as right/left 
turn and approach into a curve. 

SOLUTION: In the case of executing running control by controlling the 
vehicle speed of a driver's own vehicle 1 so as to hold an inter^vehicle 
distance between the vehicle 1 and a preceding vehicle A at a target 
intei^vehicle distance, the running locus and speed of the preceding 
vehicle A are calculated based on the intei^vehicle distance 
information between both the vehicle 1 , A and the horizontal position 
information of the vehicle A. The right/left turn of the preceding 
vehicle A or its approach into a curve is estimated based on the size 
and direction of the calculated speed vector of the preceding vehicle 
A. Consequently the action of the preceding vehicle A such as 
right/left turn and approach into a curve can be quickly recognized 
and smooth drive control can be attained. 
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